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by TeachThought Staff 

Critical thinking isn’t a skill, nor is it content knowledge or even evidence of  

understanding. While it involves and requires these ideas, critical thinking is also 

very much a state of mind — a willingness and tendency to sit with an idea and 

‘struggle wonderfully’ with it. 

In critical thinking, there is no conclusion; it is constant interaction with changing 

circumstances and new knowledge that allows for broader vision which allows for 

new evidence which starts the process over again. Critical thinking has at its core 

raw emotion and tone. Intent. 

 

To read the article click on the link:  

https://www.teachthought.com/critical-thinking/28-critical-thinking-question-stems-

content-area/ 

https://www.sisd.net/Page/29453
https://livesisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/iorteg06_sisd_net/Ee5ndFH-lIRLl5cNN7sIPO8BlPlnJLhliBKpfjWqTCrgLg?e=J7EANO
https://livesisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/iorteg06_sisd_net/Ee5ndFH-lIRLl5cNN7sIPO8BlPlnJLhliBKpfjWqTCrgLg?e=J7EANO
https://livesisd-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/iorteg06_sisd_net/Ee5ndFH-lIRLl5cNN7sIPO8BlPlnJLhliBKpfjWqTCrgLg?e=J7EANO
https://www.teachthought.com/critical-thinking/28-critical-thinking-question-stems-content-area/
https://www.teachthought.com/critical-thinking/28-critical-thinking-question-stems-content-area/
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Tech News 
Technology Professional Development 

After School PD Opportunities 

 

Nearpod 

 

  

Office 365 

 

 

Spring Clean your OneDrive Sharing Rights 

 

 

#TeamSISD is excited to bring Nearpod access to all #TeamSISD teachers, counselors 

and administrators. Let us help you create learning experiences that will engage and 

inspire your students both inside and outside of your classroom walls.  

Not familiar with Nearpod? Ready to explore and create your own Nearpod lessons?  

Curious to know how Nearpod can enhance your pedagogical design? We invite 

you to join us at any of the Nearpod 101, Nearpod Intermediate and/or Nearpod  

Advanced trainings being offered Tuesdays and Wednesdays  from 4:30-5:30 p.m. at 

the District Service Center. You can find and register for any of the sessions in the  

Socorro ISD professional development website.  

#TeamSISD recognizes the need to transform education in the midst of the 21st Cen-

tury Learning World. As a result of this the Department of Technology  

Services is offering teachers opportunities to attend after school sessions where they 

can explore how Office 365 can not only build on the foundations of  

education of innovation, but can also empower teachers, students and an  

entire campus to communicate, collaborate and most importantly, create! 

 

Attend any of the afterschool Office 365 sessions and discover ways in which you can 

transform your teaching while personalizing and enhancing your students’ learning. 

Visit Socorro ISD’s staff development website to register for any or all of the available 

sessions! 

Spring is upon us!  

Take time to review who you are sharing files with and whether they still require cer-

tain permissions. Using this collaboration feature in Office 365 allows you and col-

leagues to become more efficient. However, it is also incumbent on all of us as pro-

fessionals to maintain privacy and confidentiality of student data. With Microsoft 

OneDrive, you can always edit sharing an item, see who you shared it with, or 

change who has permission to a certain file/folder as an owner of an item.  

Click here to learn how to change sharing rights and permissions 

https://support.office.com/en-us/article/stop-sharing-onedrive-files-or-folders-or-change-permissions-0a36470f-d7fe-40a0-bd74-0ac6c1e13323
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Tech News (Cont.) 

Digitally Nurturing Academics (DNA) Conference 

The Department of Technology Services will be hosting its  

 This year, Team SISD will discover “A Universe of Possibilities” that will promote the utilization of instructional 

technology to support and enhance student learning.   

#TeamSISD is committed to Operation Future Ready, ensuring the district remains at the forefront of 21st 

century education and the conversion to digital learning. The conference will support the immersion of 

blended learning classroom environments to enhance instruction while promoting student engagement in 

the learning process.  The conference will also expose teachers to groundbreaking innovations to help them 

promote critical thinking, collaboration, communication and creativity in their students and foster college 

and career readiness. 

We are requesting that ten presenters from each high school and one presentation for every ten teachers 

from the campus attending the conference. Their expertise will serve of great benefit to all participants, 

providing an opportunity for peers to learn from their experience and knowledge. Each presenter will only 

present once, allowing them to attend other conference sessions. We ask that all presenters submit their  

proposals by March 26, 2018 by 5:00 p.m. 

 

Submit Your Proposal Here 

 

We look forward to your campus’ participation in this opportunity 

to discover  

 “A Universe of Possibilities!” 

 

Please email instructionaltech@sisd.net with any questions. 

 

 
@InstrTech_SISD 

#SISD_DNA18 ● #TeamSISD ● #FutureReady ● #SISD_OCB 

 

Leveraging digital tools needs to be part of an overall pedagogy 

shift. Devices can be a digital worksheet storage hub or a pathway 

to unleash student genius. The difference is in the pedagogy. 

--Tom Murray  @thomascmurray 

3rd Annual Digitally Nurturing Academics Conference on July 25, 2018 at Eastlake High School   

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0oNUtgt82UqBujcWpDOWbWxSCmCtpWxJnGvnDmN97CdUMlJRTFdTMlVYQkc5UVU1S1NMUFFJWjdRUi4u
mailto:instructionaltech@sisd.net
https://twitter.com/thomascmurray


ELAR News 
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Tips for Test Preparation: 

As we approach the month of April, the thing that we have on the forefront of our mind is the S word. One 

thing that we must remember to do is prepare students psychologically, in addition to preparing them with 

instruction and strategies. While it is important to show our students test taking strategies, we must not ignore 

the fact that most of our students get anxiety about taking the assessments. Our students are well aware of 

how important the assessments and all the implications that come with it are. One of the things that causes 

the stress is fear of the unknown. This is true for our 3rd graders, but 4th and 5th graders can experience this 

as well because it is a new test each year. One thing that we have done regularly to alleviate the fear is 

give common assessments and benchmarks. Remind students that they already know what the assessment 

will look like and that everything they will be assessed on you have already reviewed with them. They know 

what to do and how to do it. Remind students that feeling a little anxiety is absolutely normal and that it is 

okay. One thing that is recommended a few weeks or days before the test is relaxation sessions. Some 

teachers or counselors use relaxation methods that are similar to meditation or use guided relaxation scripts 

with kids. Take a look at some of these sites and if you come across a great resource to help our student 

please do share. Happy Testing! 

Sites for Tips on Test Preparation: 

https://www.themindfulword.org/2012/guided-imagery-scripts-children-anxiety-stress/ 

http://www.mentalgamecoach.com/articles/BeatingExamAnxiety.html 

http://www.innerhealthstudio.com/relaxation-scripts-for-children.html 

http://www.dailyteachingtools.com/tips-for-test-taking.html#7 

https://bebrainfit.com/guided-meditation-anxiety/ 

Elementary ELAR 

3rd Grade Content Advisory    

Date: March 1, 2018 

Location: Ed Center 

 

Pearson Word Study (4 sessions)  

Date: March 12, 2018 

Location: Options Library 

 

Pearson Social Studies for Reading 

Date: March 13, 2018 

Location: Options Library 

Secondary ELAR 

 Pearson Word Study 

 Date: March 12, 2018 

 Location: Options Library 

 

 

Dates to Remember: 

https://www.themindfulword.org/2012/guided-imagery-scripts-children-anxiety-stress/
http://www.mentalgamecoach.com/articles/BeatingExamAnxiety.html
http://www.innerhealthstudio.com/relaxation-scripts-for-children.html
http://www.dailyteachingtools.com/tips-for-test-taking.html#7
https://bebrainfit.com/guided-meditation-anxiety/
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Math News 
Elementary & Secondary Math 

Getting Started with Effective Math Talk in the Classroom  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

What Is Math Talk? 

The National Council  of Teachers of  

Mathematics (NCTM) defines math talk as  

“the ways of representing, thinking, talking, and 

agreeing and disagreeing that teachers and  

students use to engage in [mathematical] 

tasks” (NCTM, 1991). Effective communication 

about mathematics is essential to help students 

develop the thinking, self-questioning, and  

explanation skil ls needed to master required 

skil ls and concepts.  

Why Is It Important? 

A successful mathematics program emphasizes 

communicating mathematically frequently in the 

classroom. In addition to NCTM’s standards, most 

state standards include competencies related to 

communicating effectively through mathematical 

language, justifying solutions, and evaluating the 

mathematical thinking of others.  

AUGUST 20, 2015 BY: RACHEL LYNETTE 

Upcoming dates: 

 

March 12th – Kim Sutton K- 2nd Grade at Mission Ridge 

 

March 13th – Kim Sutton 3rd – 5th Grade at the DSC Room A/B 



Science News  
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What is PhET? 
Founded in 2002 by Nobel Laureate Carl Wieman, the PhET Interactive Simulations project at the University of 

Colorado Boulder creates free interactive math and science simulations. PhET sims are based on extensive 

education research and engage students through an intuitive, game-like environment where students learn 

through exploration and discovery. 

INTERACT, DISCOVER, LEARN! 

https://phet.colorado.edu/ 

AVAILABLE THROUGH  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date: March 23rd – 24th  

Location: Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center  

                              (San Antonio, TX) 

 

73 SISD students (32 middle school and 41 high school) from around the district will be competing with 

students from the entire state of Texas. 

If you need additional information, please contact Frank McDonald (fmcdon@sisd.net) or  

Stephanie Carrasco (ycarra@sisd.net) for secondary science questions. 

https://phet.colorado.edu/en/research
https://phet.colorado.edu/
mailto:fmcdon@sisd.net
mailto:ycarra@sisd.net


Social Studies News  
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SISD Social Studies (K-12th) 
Curriculum/ 

Current Events Corner Keep our SISD Students connected to real world social issues:  

https://www.studentnewsdaily.com/ 

NEW FREE 
RESOURCE https://www.texaslre.org/ 

Welcome to Law-Related Education! We work to advance law related and 

civic education programs throughout the state through teacher trainings and 

curriculum development. Our goal is to provide resources that help teachers 

inspire and engage their students in the pursuit of civics education. 

2017-2018 In addition to the information uploaded into Eduphoria, we have posted our CAC 

information in TEAMS. If you would like to be added to any of the social studies 

Teams, please email us. 
  

Professional  

Development  

Opportunities 

March Intersession: PEASRSON PD Social Studies for Reading Skills 

K-2 March 13th 8:30 @ Options High School Library 

3-5 March 13th 1:00 @ Options High School Library 

  

*Seating is limited, please register on the Staff Development Website 

  

Contact Us   
Dr. Kim Baxter (Middle & High School) kbaxte@sisd.net 

Michelle Trujillo (Middle School & Elementary) mandha@sisd.net 

  

https://www.texaslre.org/
mailto:kbaxte@sisd.net
mailto:mandha@sisd.net
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Advanced Academics 

A Story of Extremes- the 5th and 95th Percentiles  
Tiffany Ott August 7, 2017 Blog, Class Management, Innovation  

 As a gifted education specialist in Ohio, much of my career is dictated by 

the words “95th Percentile.” You see, in some states, a student can only 

be identified as gifted in academic subjects or cognitive abilities, and 

therefore receive services, if they score at or above the 95th percentile on 

a standardized, state approved test.  

That is the official, fancy worded policy on gifted children in a lot of states. 

What it means in reality is that every child I teach in the gifted resource 

room at my school has scored higher than 95% of the people who took a 

specific test. To continue reading please click here.  
 

   The Accounts of Advanced Academics   

  Advanced Academics March Eventss  

 

Gifted and  

Talented  

 

March 1-2: Selection Committee Meeting  
March 5-6: Notify all Parents of the Results  
March 8: Parent Permission Due  
March 19: Nature and Needs Core Training  
March 20: Identification and Assessment of Gifted Learners Core Training  
March 21: Models of Differentiated Instruction Core Training  
March 22: Creative and Critical Thinking Core Training  
March 23: Engaging Students by Adding Depth and Complexity Core Training  
 

 

PAP/AP  

 

March 14: Order preadministration materials for AP Computer Science Principals  
March 30: Priority deadline for schools to order AP Exams. Submit orders by this date to  

ensure timely processing and delivery.   
 

 

DC/ECHS  

 

March 5: ECHS Designation Renewal Applications Open  
March 8: ECHS Designation Renewal Webinar  
March 19: Summer CRF is due  
 

Destination  

Imagination  
 

 

March 9: Registration Payment or Purchase Order deadline to Destination Imagination  

 

UIL   

 

March 5: Elementary UIL Meeting @ John Drugan School for campus walk through  
March 9: Deadline to enter UIL HS participants on UIL Academics website  
March 22: Verification for Prose and Poetry at EPISD District Office (6531 Boeing Dr.)  
March 23-24: UIL HS Regional Academic Competition @ Chapin High School  

March 28: Deadline to enter UIL Elementary participants on Joy of Tournaments website  

https://www.thegridmethod.com/category/blog/
https://www.thegridmethod.com/category/class-management/
https://www.thegridmethod.com/category/innovation/
https://www.thegridmethod.com/blog/gifted-education-and-special-education/
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Bilingual Buzz 

Milestones for Expenditures of Bilingual Funds 

A reminder that 85% of your allotted bilingual funds shall be spent by March, 2018.  

As noted in the Bilingual/ESL manual milestones (pg.143) and campus evaluation (pg.23). Keep in mind 

that our department is always available to suggest effective expenditures on classroom resources.  In order 

for any technology requisitions to be considered, they must include the updated technology form and a 

class roster. 

Date 
Starting 

Time 

Ending 

Time 
Title Audience Location 

3/12/2018

3/15/2018 
1:00 pm 4:00 pm 

Secondary  ESL Academy - 

Road to Summer SESLA PD 

Secondary ESL  

Academy Teachers 

DSC Room 

C 

3/20/2018 8:00 am 11:30 am ELPS Training for Teachers Teachers 
DSC Room 

AB 

3/20/2018 12:30 am 4:00 pm ELPS Training for Teachers Teachers 
DSC Room 

AB 

3/22/2018 8:00 am 11:30 am ELPS Training for Teachers Teachers 
DSC Room 

AB 

3/22/2018 12:30 am 4:00 pm ELPS Training for Teachers Teachers 
DSC Room 

AB 

3/28/2018 8:00 am 11:30 am 

LPAC Monthly Meeting                       

(SPED/LEP Training Part II) 

am session 

LPAC Campus  

Administrators 

DSC Room 

B 

3/28/2018 12:30 pm 4:00 pm 

LPAC Monthly Meeting                       

(SPED/LEP Training Part II) 

am session 

LPAC Campus  

Administrators 

DSC Room 

B 

Upcoming PD’s: 



Research and Evaluation Dept. 
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Writing Initiative  

Date of  

Administration 

Writing Essay to be 

Administered 

Scanning 

Deadline 

April 10, 2018 Grades K/1/2/3/6 April 20, 2018 

April 23-26, 2018 

(Window) 

Grades 5/8 May 4, 2018 



Special Education Department 
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What Teachers Should Know and Do:  

Meet with your General Education Teachers in or-

der to: - Interpret the IEP.  

- Review accommodations/modifications/PLAAFPS/

goals and/or objectives/BIPs and any assistive  

technology.  

- Create student/learner profile.  

- Make sure that ARD dates, for the year, are  

scheduled and communicated to the  

appropriate personnel.  

- Draft goals/objectives, which should be provided 

to parents 10 days before the scheduled ARD.   

              TEA 2016 Performance Report 

Just as a reminder, every campus must have a 

TBSI campus core team   

All training dates are currently posted on the 

Staff Development website. Each  training date is  

restricted to ONLY 40 PARTICIPANTS, therefore it is 

best to register early. It is also    recommended 

that if a campus plans to train a large number of 

people, they stagger their staff to attend  

different training dates throughout the year.   

Date Time Title Audience Location 

March 3, 2018 Morning Session 

8:00 - 11:00 a.m. 

Afternoon Session 

12:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

Grading All Teachers DSC Room D 

In honor of Educational Diagnostician’s Week (March 5th-9th),  

I would like to acknowledge the critical role, that you all play, within the Special Education Department. 

Thank you all, for your passion, commitment and most of all, your  undying work ethic, to all of our students with special 
needs.  

Without a doubt, you are all vital members of the Socorro ISD Special Education Department.  

Thank you. 

Richard Ortega M. ED. 

  

https://www.esc20.net/upload/page/0435/docs/SE-TESS.pdf
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://www.sisd.net//cms/lib/TX01001452/Centricity/Domain/54/2016%2520Federal%2520Performance%2520Report.pdf


State and Federal Programs 
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“Parental Involvement” is a phrase that is common in the lexicon of American public education.  

It is generally understood by the public that parents’ engagement in their children’s educational experience 

is invaluable with respect to putting students in a position to maximize the benefits that our schools have to  

offer. With that, here is a question: How many people know that references to the need for parental  

involvement in our schools have actually existed in law since the passage of the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act (ESEA) signed by President Johnson in 1965?  After nearly three decades of efforts to  

strengthen the law with respect to parental involvement expectations, President Clinton signed the  

reauthorization of ESEA in 1994. This version of the law mandated that 1% of a school district’s federal Title I, 

Part A funding be allocated for parental involvement activities, with 95% of that 1% required to be spent at 

the campus level. This mandate continues to exist within today’s Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) and is 

often thought of as the watershed moment that popularized the use of the “Parent Liaison” position in our 

nation’s public schools.  

Here in Socorro ISD, we currently have 36 parent liaisons who are staffed in our district’s schools.  

We have another 29 employees who work at our campuses as part of our contract/partnership with  

Communities in Schools (CIS), and a number of our CIS workers act as the parent liaison for their assigned 

school. Our parent liaisons and CIS workers perform a variety of essential duties for our schools, to include  

recruiting our students’ parents to become volunteers, promoting activities in which parents can learn  

strategies to become more active in their children’s educational experience, organizing sessions in which 

parents can become educated on current issues and trends in our youth population, and generally assisting 

parents in being able to become more connected to their children’s schools. Our parent liaisons play a lead 

role in our district’s regionally recognized Mother/Daughter and Father/Son annual conferences, and they 

have a great passion for the work they do for our students, parents, and the greater Socorro ISD community. 

Parent and Family Engagement 



 

 

ACADEMIC SERVICES  

Address: 

Phone: 915-937-0000 

 

 

12440 Rojas Drive 

PO Box 292800 

El Paso,  Texas 79928 

 

Phone: 


